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Why do you
think crickets

hi ?

Crickets chirp
to call to other
crickets. A
cricket rubs its
wings together
to make the
sound.   

animals 

Why?

EN
C

IK
A

N
 /

 S
H

U
TT

ER
ST

O
C

K

WING

2   M a y  /  J u n e  2 0 1 7



Look at each picture in the top row.
Find the differences between it and the one below.
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Find one
difference.

Find two
differences.

Find three
differences.

What IsDifferent?
SORTING
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Platypuses
live in streams,

rivers, and
ponds.

The platypus
uses its bill to
catch insects,
worms, and

tadpoles in the
water.

The platypus 
has a bill and 

webbed feet like 
a duck. It has 

a flat tail like a 
beaver. 
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That’s Cool!
Meet the platypus. 

NATURE



What in theWorld AreThese?

HOW MANY OTHER KINDS OF FRUIT CAN YOU NAME?

—HERRIES

—ATERMELON—EACH

—TRAWBERRIES

—IMES

—RANGE

—ASPBERRIES —ANTALOUPE—INEAPPLE
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NOW
SHOWING!

natgeolittlekids
.com/may

GIRAFFE
VIDEO

A giraffe’s 
tongue is  

longer than  
your arm.

ANIMALS
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Giraffes are tall.They are taller
than you. They are taller than the 
playground slide. They are even 
taller than an elephant. Giraffes  
are the tallest animals on land.

A TALL
STORY

Their height  
and good eyesight 
help giraffes see 

movement far 
across the grassy 

fields.  
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Being tall helps 
a giraffe reach 
food that other 
animals cannot 
reach. A giraffe 
stretches its 
neck and grabs 
the leaves with 
its tongue.  

Giraffes  
usually sleep 
standing up. 

Giraffes eat 
leaves, flowers, 

and fruit.

NECK

DENIS-HUOT / MINDEN PICTURES (EATING LEAVES); UWE SKRZYPCZAK / 
GETTY IMAGES (FOUR GIRAFFES); PAUL SOUDERS / GETTY IMAGES (RUNNING)8  M a y  /  J u n e  2 0 1 7



Female giraffes 
sometimes travel 
in small herds of 
moms and babies. 
The moms take 
turns watching  
for hungry lions.

A giraffe
protects itself
by kicking with

its strong
legs.

Giraffes use their long legs to run 
fast and escape danger. Long legs 
are also great for running and 
playing with friends. 

  9



10  M a y  /  J u n e  2 0 1 7

COLORS

CONNECTIN

Look for 
something 
around you 
that is red. 

Point to each crayon. Say the color of the crayon 
aloud. Match the crayon to the picture drawn 
with the same color.  

RED

YELLOW

BLUE

PUR



CHARLES BRUTLAG / DREAMSTIME (CRAYONS, ALL) n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c   11

G COLORS 

Look for 
something 

green. 

Do you see 
anything that 

is purple?

RPLE

ORANGE
GREEN



SLOTHS
WITH

Two-toed sloths live in the treetops 
of the rain forest. They do almost 
everything while hanging upside 
down from branches.   

HANGING 

ANIMALS
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A two-toed 
sloth is about 
the size of a 
large pet cat. 

SUZI ESZTERHAS / MINDEN PICTURES n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c   13



A baby sloth 
holds onto 
Mom’s fur  
with its long 
claws.

Sloths 
spend a 
lot of time 
snoozing.  
Sleep tight, 
little sloth.

CLAWS

Two-toed 
sloths eat 
fruits and 

leaves.
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Meet some
more animals 
that make their
home in trees.

ANIMALS
TREE-DWELLING

OTHER

INDRI

GRAINY COCHRAN FROGTOUCAN

KOALA

SUZI ESZTERHAS / MINDEN PICTURES (SLOTHS HANGING, SLOTHS CUDDLING, INDRI);
ISSELEE / DREAMSTIME (CLAWS); MICHAEL AND PATRICIA FOGDEN / MINDEN PICTURES 
(FROG); AABEELE / SHUTTERSTOCK (TOUCAN); GERRY ELLIS / MINDEN PICTURES (KOALA)



Which
animal

has round
feet?PENGUIN

PUPPY
PERSON

FIND THE 
Look at each animal. Draw a line with your finger from 
the animal to the picture of its feet.

finding
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How many
feet does

a cat have?

Wiggle your
toes. How

many toes do
you have?

ELEPHANT

KITTEN

FEET 

ANKE VAN WYK / SHUTTERSTOCK (ELEPHANT); FOTOSEARCH / GETTY IMAGES (KITTEN); HEIKE 
ODERMATT / MINDEN PICTURES (PENGUIN); MARK BOULTON / ARDEA (PUPPY); CROMARY / 
SHUTTERSTOCK (PERSON); BRENT STEPHENSON / MINDEN PICTURES (PENGUIN FOOT); MARTIN 
HARVEY / GETTY IMAGES (PUPPY FOOT); PHOTOMEDIAGROUP / SHUTTERSTOCK (PERSON’S 
FEET); KIHARA TAKESHI / GETTY IMAGES (KITTEN FOOT); TAYLOR S. KENNEDY / NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC CREATIVE (ELEPHANT FOOT) n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c   17



Nature

The loon starts 
flapping its 
wings. Then it 
starts running 
across the top 
of the water. A loon is a bird

that lives on 
lakes. To take 
off from the 
water and fly, 
it needs a long 
runway, kind  
of like an 
airplane does. 

A LOON TAKES 
2

1

IN THE WATER
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PAUL HOBSON / MINDEN PICTURES (1, 2, 3); PHILIP MUGRIDGE / ALAMY (4); 
WAYNE R. BILENDUKE / GETTY IMAGES (LOON IN NEST)

Faster, faster!
The loon runs 
and flaps. It 
starts to fly  
in the air 
when it builds 
up enough 
speed.

Now the loon 
is flying high. 
It flies faster 
than a car on 
a highway. 
Whoosh!

FLIGHT

3

4

TAKING OFF

n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c   19



URANUS
Uranus is tipped onto its side. 
Scientists think that a long time 
ago, a huge space object that was 
the size of a planet may have 
crashed into Uranus.

That crash caused 
Uranus to tip. 
Compare the 
pictures of Saturn 
and Uranus. Do you 
see how Uranus 
looks tipped?

NASA / JPL / SPACE SCIENCE INSTITUTE (SATURN);  NASA / JPL / STSCI 
(URANUS, SMALL PICTURE);  DAVID AGUILAR (URANUS, BIG PICTURE)

URANUS

SATURN

SPace
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FROM THE  
PAGES OF

Uranus  
has 27 moons, 

and maybe 
more.

At least  
13 rings surround 
Uranus, but they 

are very hard  
to see.

n a t i o n a l  g e o g r a p h i c   21



Use the clues below to find different
ladybugs in the picture.

Find the ladybugs with lots of spots.

Find the ladybugs without many spots.

Find the ladybugs that are between
two other ladybugs.

Find the ladybugs behind the leaf.

LITTLE LADYB
FINDING    

Count  
all the  

ladybugs.
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UGS

Find a
hole in the

leaf.

Parents:  
Follow us on Twitter @NGKids  
and like us on Facebook.
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WOODCHUCK



LISA HUSAR / TEAM HUSAR 

FUN FACTs

In the winter, woodchucks go into 
a deep sleep called hibernation. 
They hibernate in their under-

ground burrows until spring.

woodchuck



wild cardswild cards

RED REEF LOBSTER



CHRIS NEWBERT / MINDEN PICTURES

FUN FACTs

This little lobster is about as long 
as two of these cards side by 

side. It lives in the ocean.

red reef  
lobster
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PALLAS’S CAT



TERRY WHITTAKER / ALAMY

FUN FACTs

This wild cat is about the same size 
as a large pet cat. Pallas’s cats  

live in central Asia, which can get 
cold. Thick fur keeps them warm.

Pallas’s cat
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SCOPS OWL



NORIO YAMAGATA / MINDEN PICTURES

FUN FACTs

Perched in a tree, this owl blends 
in with the bark. Enemies have  

a hard time spotting scops owls.

scops owl
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SEA OTTER



MICHAEL GORE / FLPA / MINDEN PICTURES 

FUN FACTs

Sea otters live in the ocean. They 
dive to find food such as crabs 
and clams. They carry food in 

“pockets” under their front legs.

sea otter
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ORB-WEAVER SPIDER



THOMAS MARENT / MINDEN PICTURES

FUN FACTs

An orb weaver spins a sticky web 
to catch flying insects to eat.  
Insects get stuck in the web. 

Then the spider can have a meal. 

orb-weaver 
spider



Critter Corner
What do you think these ground squirrels are doing?

A. eating flowers B. talking on the phone C. waiting for the bus
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Answer: A




